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Gusto or Gonzo?

“For the first time, the Timbersled successfully 
combined the speed and agility of a dirt bike with the snow 
terrain capabilities of a snowmobile.”
—Josh Leonard, Polaris Director of Product Planning

Born and bred right here in Sandpoint, the Timbersled is the brainchild 
of Alan Magnun, whose company first made advanced suspensions for 
snowmobiles. Intrigued, but not impressed by early attempts at dirt 
bike to snowbike conversions, he designed, engineered and built his 
own concept from scratch in 2009. It was aptly named “Mountain Horse.” 
By 2011, production models of the retitled Timbersled rolled off the line 
in Sandpoint. Public acceptance was instantaneous and huge. It even 
spawned a whole new industry called “Adventure Biking.” In 2015, the 
Polaris company said “thank you very much” to Alan, brought in its 
top engineering and marketing professionals to Sandpoint and made 
Timbersled extraordinarily popular everywhere it snows.  

So, what makes a Timbersled so popular?  For starters, its fun factor is 
off the charts. That’s because it’s more maneuverable, turns sharper and 
takes a lot less energy than a snowmobile. You can climb, wheelie, jump 
and plow through the steepest and deepest snow on sidehills or in tight 
woods. You’ll never forget the thrill of shredding mountain peaks as 
well as cruising pristine meadows.

“From big hits to new backcountry zones, I crave the ride up as well as 
the carve down,” says Colorado Timbersled devotee Jim Maropoulos.
It can go where snowmobiles can’t or shouldn’t without a very strong 
expert at the controls. “I consider myself lucky to go to places that most 

“Take a fun break from the slopes and hop on a ‘fatty’.” 
—Sean Mirus, Schweitzer Marketing & Events Director

On snow, fat can be a good thing. Especially when you’re talking about 
fat tire snowbiking.

Designed for traction on the slippery stuff, pedal-powered snow bikes 
let you take on more than 32 kilometers of Schweitzer’s paths less 
traveled—our Nordic trail network. Along the professionally groomed 
trails, you will be treated to a welcome variety of terrain and some of 
our most awesome views.  Check the daily report for trail conditions. 
It’s also a great way to stay in shape for summer mountain biking. You 
can bring your own wheels or gear up at our Ski & Ride Center. 

Visit Schweitzer.com. For information on Sandpoint area trails, go to: 
https://pendoreillepedalers.org/winter-trails/

2 types of bikes to go on the snow.

2 types of bikes to go on the snow.

people will never see,” says Jeremy Deming, an Idaho Timbersled owner.

Bikes for tykes, too.
With models for all sizes and skills, Timbersleding is a family activity. 
Now the littlest ones don’t have to miss out on the excitement.

There are hundreds of access points on Forest Service land open to 
motorized travel in the area. There’s even a route up the back side of 
Schweitzer to the Sky House restaurant.

After the snow melts, just put the dirt bike tires back on and ride all 
summer long. Details at Polaris.com/Timbersled

Gusto

Gonzo
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“We’re moving steadily ahead with our plans for a new entry portal,  new parking 
facility and a new lift as part of a reimagined arrival center.”

—Tom Chasse, Schweitzer CEO

New way to say “Welcome Home” 
to our employees.

problem: how to hire and retain quality employees when suitable housing for 
those employees is not available.

“Schweitzer is taking a leadership position in addressing this issue,” says Scot 
Auld, Human Resources Director at Schweitzer, “both in terms of recognizing the 
need to inspire creative solutions and the horsepower to get it done.”

One such solution? Provide the housing themselves. Schweitzer has already 
proven the idea works with its eight-bedroom “Hemlock House,” purchased 
and remodeled just for its employees. Now the more comprehensive employee 
housing neighborhood is underway, slated to open in late 2023. 

“Because of Hemlock House, we were able to hire great people that normally 
might not be able to live here,” says Scot. “It was just one step toward Schweitzer’s 
larger goal: to develop and maintain sustainable hiring and retention practices.”

The new project will provide affordable high-quality apartment homes for 
Schweitzer’s seasonal workers as well as year-round staff. Close to shopping, 
dining and transportation, the attractive complex will include 84 pet-friendly 
one-, two-, and three-bedroom homes, featuring full kitchens, washers and dryers, 
access to bike and ski storage plus a rare convenience—a bathroom for every 
bedroom. There will also be covered picnic areas, outdoor play areas, walking 
paths and workout facilities. Future plans call for a full-service daycare facility. 
This housing is sure to make a positive impact on company personnel as well as 
Sandpoint itself.

 “We’re the first in the community to do this on such a large scale,” Scot says. “We’re 
proud that we have been able to accomplish something of this magnitude in 
making affordable workforce housing a reality.”

New Beginnings Coming To Schweitzer

The future of Schweitzer is certainly 
looking up: up the mountain from an 
imaginatively conceived arrival center 
called Base Camp. 

It all begins with a new high-speed 
detachable quad Leitner-Poma lift that 
is scheduled to be ready for the 2023 
winter season. A snow bridge serviced by 
snowmaking equipment will be added 
to enable you to cross Schweitzer Creek 
and connect to the Happy Trails and 
Enchanted Forest ski runs or the current 
Fall Line parking facility. This new lift will 
double our uphill capacity from 1,200 to 
2,400 per hour.

A new entry road from the fire station 
round-about to an expansive (1,400 spaces 
big) parking area has been cleared. The 
goal is to go from hard-to-find parking to 
easy-peasy parking by fall 2024.

Also on the planning board are expanded 
beginner/novice terrain with an 
accompanying  lift plus guest amenities 
including a Day Lodge, Snowsports School, 
Child Care, Equipment Services, Ski Patrol, 
Nordic Center and Medical Facilities.

It’s all about enhancing our standing as the 
most desirable family-friendly recreational 
community in the Pacific Northwest.

Now referred to as Schralpenhaus, it’s Schweitzer’s response to providing affordable 
housing for the employees that make Schweitzer so special. In recent years, 
Sandpoint’s housing market has grown hotter than ever. Rising prices and fewer 
homes mean those who work here have a harder time finding available—and 
affordable—places to live.

The housing shortage has impacted every local organization, from schools 
and hospitals to companies like Schweitzer. They are all experiencing the same  

New Arrival Entry 

New Parking Area 

New Quad Lift



Taking a decidedly different approach to the pampering indulgences 
of a traditional spa, we are creating a spa experience where you can 
relax and luxuriate, but also enjoy treatments targeted to improving 
your overall wellbeing and performance, on and off the mountain.

“One of our special goals is to bring 
the concept of self-care into your 
life so you can consistently achieve  
optimal performance in anything you 
do,” says Cambium Spa Manager Sabrina Wright, LMT (Licensed 

Massage Therapist), MMLT (Master Manual Ligament Therapist & Instructor). “Who better to take care 
of you than you?” 

Coming to Schweitzer from Vancouver, Washington, Sabrina brings twenty years of experience in 
massage therapy and wellness along with a holistic approach to self-care. 

Schweitzer has always drawn outdoor adventurers in all four seasons—from skiers and boarders to 
bikers and hikers. Now our spa offers you a unique environment to gather, restore, and rejuvenate for 
your next adventure.

“The spa’s lower floor will have treatment rooms and recovery areas for quiet relaxation,” says Sabrina. 
“The upper floor will be much more social and livelier. Here you can unwind in the company of others 
or take one of our targeted treatments, such as assisted stretching, in a setting that is less typical of a 
formal spa.”

Reflexology and HALO Infrared Salt are just two of our distinctive targeted treatments. Sabrina 
explains, “Reflexology relieves stress and tension, specifically for the feet and legs, leading to better, 
more robust days on the slopes. This is important because your feet and legs are the most overlooked 
parts of the body.” 

Reflexology also works on connective tissue and hydrating your knees and hips, helping you to be 
more flexible as well as more mobile and stable.

HALO infrared salt therapy is relatively new, although the benefits of salt have long been known. “Its 
properties are profound,” says Sabrina. “Salt is anti-inflammatory, antibacterial, antifungal, helps skin, 
and can even improve respiratory function. The infrared feature gives you cellular detox and anti-
inflammatory benefits.” HALO therapy is thought to expand lung capacity, increase oxygen intake, and 
boost endurance. 

These exceptional treatments and therapies  just one part of an overall wellness system being 
developed for the next chapter of Schweitzer’s story. Future additions include a sky bridge containing 
a fitness facility that leads to swimming & spa pools, indoor-outdoor recreation areas, and recreation 
areas and activities designed for kids and families. Spa appointments: 208-255-3074.

Well. Well. Well.
Guiding Words Of Schweitzer’s New Spa.

HALO infrared booth

Reflexology treatment

Reflexology Lounge
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Is this one of those “believe it or not” stories?  
New York insurance executive Nick von Moltke purchased 
his new home in 5 Needles without ever seeing or visiting 
Schweitzer. We met Nick at a 5 Needles owners’ event, where he 
told us that— incredibly—this was the first time he had visited 
Schweitzer and 5 Needles in person. 

Really, Nick? You bought sight unseen?  
Yep, it’s true. My wife Nina and I plus our two sons and 
daughter are all avid skiers. But because the company I run 
is in New York City, we live there. So, we started looking for a 
mountain community with great skiing. Believe me, we looked 
everywhere: Australia—I was born there—Canada, the East 
Coast, as well as Europe. I played semi-pro hockey and worked 
for 10 years in Europe, where I met Nina, who’s German.

That’s a wide range of places. 
We didn’t stop there. We knew the West had unbeatable terrain 
and ski conditions. We scouted all the big, well-known resorts, 
but decided we wanted smaller, not bigger. Many resorts are 
so sprawling, they have no heart. They’re a mob scene. We also 
wanted somewhere “up and coming, not already there.” 

How did Schweitzer get on your list? 
I have a ski buddy who grew up in Calgary and knew 
Schweitzer well. We have similar tastes in skiing. He 
recommended Schweitzer by saying it had “legit terrain” and 
was challenging in a good way with lots of diverse runs. I like 
expert terrain, but am not an extreme skier—narrow gullies are 
not for me. I also like the adventure of backcountry skiing and 
do a little Nordic as well. It’s all here at Schweitzer.

How does the rest of your family like their snow? 
My daughter wants groomed runs. My son loves steep and fast, 
moguls and backcountry. The other son is in-between. Nina 
really is an expert skier. She can handle most anything. 

Now that you’ve actually seen Schweitzer, what 
else appeals to you? 
Schweitzer’s method of development. Everything in 
moderation, but with higher quality in mind. The Humbird 
hotel is a great example of that. 

What about the town of Sandpoint and the lake? 
I didn’t know about them before, but now that I’ve seen them, 
experienced them a little, and heard everybody rave about 
them, we’re going to increase our visits to include the summer, 
too. I’m into sailing, but being aware that the incredible 
StanCraft wooden speedster you featured is made locally… 
Hmmmm.

Besides spending more time at Schweitzer and 
Sandpoint, what else is in your future?
Actually, I’m fixated on biking across the U.S.—sometime in the 
next five years. 

New 5 Needles Owner 
Bought His Home 
Site And Sight Unseen.

Homes From Your 
Point Of View
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Make the most of Schweitzer’s four-season mountain lake community by creating your 
unique retreat on one of our newly released homesites.  As your totally custom vacation, 
seasonal or permanent home, you will be able to experience life in your own way, in your 
own style. You can make your home just the right size to accommodate your family and 
friends and have plenty of room for all your adventure toys and gear.

All homesites are served by community-maintained roads and are approved for building. 
Available utilities include electricity, water, sewer, high-speed internet and natural gas. 

Ask about the availability of conceptual plans developed especially for slopeside homes.

You can select a homesite with stunning lake, mountain and/or ski run views or one that’s 
tucked in a secluded forest grove.

Crystal View:
Now available for the first time, Crystal View is an intimate, ski-in/ski-out neighborhood 
endowed with magnificent panoramas of Lake Pend Oreille, ski trails, forested mountains 
and the valley below. Your home in Crystal View will reward you with the pinnacle in active 

mountain experiences.

Crystal Springs:
Showcasing gorgeous Schweitzer Mountain views, these three homesites in our desirable 

Crystal Springs neighborhood are just a short walk to the ski slopes and the Village amenities.

Community Homesites:
A diverse collection of upslope and downslope homesites in established neighborhoods 
throughout Schweitzer including six recently released wooded locations on Telemark 

Road.

We look forward to scheduling a personal tour of these prime sites at your convenience. 

It’s your first step toward having a mountain home that looks just like you.

Please contact John Calhoun: 435-640-7757/jcalhoun@Schweitzer.com

Luxury Lockers
Schweitzer’s incomparable ski experience is getting even better. Introducing our all-new 
ski locker room. Located next to the Selkirk Lodge, it has RFID key entry with state-of-
the-art Wintersteiger lockers. There are also private bathrooms, a charging station, a 
fireplace lounge and of course, easy access to the slopes. 

The advanced design of the 71 new two- and four-person lockers features anodized alu-
minum drying arms and innovative drying and draining systems. This all ensures your 
helmets, boots, gloves and other articles are fully dried, safely stored, and ready for your 
next adventure. Rentals will be available for the 2023-24 season.



working remotely; a week with a beloved four-legged friend; or a welcome getaway just for Mom 
and Dad. 

So, how do you make every square foot—every square inch—count in providing a home 
where owners can enjoy a relaxing evening after a day on the mountain?

For starters, we’re welcoming innovative ideas in furniture—what’s called multi-use furniture such 
as king- and queen-sized beds, fold-down twin beds, and coffee tables that, like magic, expand 
into a family dining table. How about bathrooms with steam showers, sliding privacy walls than 
enclose an additional sleeping/lounge/work room, and—to bring the outdoors in as well as 
expand the living space—a wall-to-wall sliding glass door that opens to a view deck. Other “must 
haves” include fully equipped kitchens with standard-size appliances plus a wine cooler, and, of 
course, a washer and dryer.

Our forward goal is to create an all-studio ski-in/ski-out residential complex with 40 homes plus 
owner amenities including a recreational facility with hot tubs, BBQ’s, fire pit plus an indoor 
gathering place, ski locker room, bike storage and a parking garage. 

Coffee Table Folds Out 
To A Family Dining Table
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Full-Size Kitchen 
Appliances

Wall-to-Wall 
Sliding Door

Fold-Down Queen-Size Bed

Storage

Steam Shower

Now in the design/planning stages, our vision is to create a totally reimagined concept of the 
ideal studio home. 

It’s important to note that everything presented here is only conceptual—produced by the 
fertile imaginations of Schweitzer’s real estate development team and our coterie of creative 
professionals including the CollinsWoerman architectural firm led by John Eckert. During this 
process, we are evaluating a continuing flow of ideas and options to ensure we are designing a 
home that is not only different, but also far surpasses current studio designs. 

Our new studio concept must function for diverse configurations and ages of family members 
and friends—up to six people. For example: a family with a teenager and two little ones; four 
adult friends; a crash pad for a college-age kid and a group of their buddies; a month-long stay 

New Smart Space Studio

This is brainstorming at its best. 

We will be taking non-binding reservations in the near future. 
For more information on reservation availability contact John Calhoun 
at 435-640-7757 or jcalhoun@schweitzer.com
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Fold-Down Twin Beds

Storage

Steam Shower

Studio interior with sliding glass wall opening to deck

Sliding wall encloses day-time lounge/working room 

Sliding wall encloses sleeping room at night

DISCLAIMER All rendering images, illustrations, features, furnishings, finishes and information presented in this publication 
are conceptual only and used for illustrative purposes. Everything presented is subject to change or elimination without 
notice. They do not accurately represent the features of any specific condominium unit.

New Smart Space Studio

This is brainstorming at its best. 

We will be taking non-binding reservations in the near future. 
For more information on reservation availability contact John Calhoun 
at 435-640-7757 or jcalhoun@schweitzer.com



Custom-tailored in an eloquent mountain contemporary style 
by CollinsWoerman’s lead architect, John Eckert, the new 5 
Needles residences have become a delightful success story.

And now, thanks to the design wizardry of Sandpoint’s Base 
Camp Design, the interiors of the 5 Needles homes are equally 
as unique, fresh and imaginatively fashioned as the exterior.

To make each owner’s move-in as effortless as possible, 
the design firm has created three distinctive furnishings, 
finishes and fixtures packages. These packages are quite 

The Sawmill collection pieces focus on performance base fabrics that are intended for Schweitzer’s rental program. 

The Splitter collection is a hybrid for those who will be utilizing their homes as well as the rental program.

The Skyline collection is a luxury offering for owners that want to be a little more fashion forward.

comprehensive. They can cover everything including the 
proverbial kitchen sink: flooring, plumbing fixtures, countertops 
and cabinets, closets, bathroom and kitchen fixtures, lighting, 
window coverings, and furniture ranging from beds, chairs and 
tables to couches and island bar seating, even artwork and 
accessories. 

For a totally turn-key home, Base Camp will even supply home 
goods such as kitchen utensils, coffee makers and bedding. 
Devising unique places like remote working stations, exercise 
rooms and kids’ play areas is also part of their service.

“Our goal is 
to create an 
interior that is 
an extension 
of the owner’s 
personal tastes 
and desires and 
also appeals to 
their hospitality 
clientele,” says 
Kate Lyster, Base 
Camp Design’s 
owner. “We bring 
their home to 
life.”

“We have 
relationships 
with Sandpoint 
area craftsmen, 
contractors and 
installers, so we 
have the clout 
to get things 
done,” adds lead 
designer Carolyn 
Jordan. “We 
make the design 
and selection 
process not 
overwhelming, 
but actually 
enjoyable.” 

As a full service, professional interior design company, Base Camp Design can easily accommodate a client’s wish for customized plans. Clients 
can have a completely custom home developed from scratch, or they can choose their own items or even have pieces such as bunk beds 
custom-crafted by a cadre of talented associates. Base Camp Design: 208-219-5011
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Celebrate 50 Years Of

Fun!
Now here’s something to really celebrate this winter. It’s 
the 50th Anniversary of the Winter Carnival—the season’s 
prime-time fun time.

Enjoy two weeks of jam-packed events, entertainment, 
contests, costumes and good-time activities in Sandpoint 
and Schweitzer. There are music venues with a diverse 
selection of performers all over town plus special food and 
beverage options from the local restaurants and bars. 

The carnival kicks off with the Weird Wonderful Winter 
Parade of Lights, featuring zany floats, marching groups, 
dancers and more. It’s the perfect excuse to come out and 
light up the night.

The K-9 Keg Pull is one of the most popular events, based 
on the size of the cheering crowd of dog lovers. Bonfires—
courtesy of the Fire Department—offer a warm welcome to all.

Over Presidents’ Day Weekend are the grand finale 
festivities at Schweitzer. There’s music, camp fires, tubing 
sessions, children’s crafts and a “snow bar” to give the adults 
even more to cheer about. 

When it’s showtime, kids with battery-powered glow sticks  
ski down the slope, creating a gala parade that renders 
the slopes all aglow. The evening ends with a spectacular 
fireworks extravaganza that takes awesome to a new level.

Merry Woodsman

Featured this winter at Schweitzer’s Crow’s Bench restaurant and bar, the 
Merry Woodsman is a colorfully festive fusion of gin and juices that re-

wards with equal touches of tang and sweet. Prost!

1.5 oz Hendricks Gin 
Juices
1.5 oz Pomegranate
  .5 oz Lemon
  .25 oz Lime
  .75 oz Simple Syrup

Egg White
Place all ingredients in shaker
Reverse dry shake and strain
Top with splash of soda
Garnish with rosemary sprig and 
pomegranate arils

Too Nice, No Ice for Skating
If you’re a fan of irony, you’ll love this. Here in Sandpoint—home of 

Schweitzer’s 300 inches of yearly snowfall fostering five months of fabulous 
skiing—it doesn’t get cold enough to sustain outdoor ice skating. 

Only a few weeks a year can ice skaters and hockey players find places on 
Lake Pend Oreille that are shallow enough to freeze over. The solution? 

Build an indoor ice rink. That’s the goal of Sandpoint Community Center 
Corporation, whose board members include Schweitzer CEO Tom Chasse, 
Washington Trust Bank’s Eric Paul and retired veterinarian Dr. Rob Pierce 
(who also founded the Sandpoint Hockey Association). The group is now 

working with the city of Ponderay and Northern Idaho ICE to build a facility 
in neighboring Ponderay.

Pierce, SC3 President, said, “We desperately need healthful, fun, and 
affordable wintertime activities, especially for kids. An all-weather facility 

can serve both kids and adults, during the day and into the evening.”

Pierce said it’s going to take public funds and private donations to create 
a financially sustainable, non-profit facility that can accommodate non-

competitive free skating as well as figure skating and hockey.

The facility would also be used in non-winter months as a venue for 
concerts, events and roller skating.

To make a donation go to: Niicearena.com
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High Point Of Your Day
Ever wonder what infinity looks like? A quick trip to 
Schweitzer’s top-of-the-world Sky House will give you a pretty 
good idea. 

Feast your eyes on stunning 360-degree panoramas that take 
in three states and three mountain ranges, plus Canada and 
the splendor of the sprawling Lake Pend Oreille.  

This is an out-of-the-ordinary experience that immerses you in 
an exhilarating state of wow.

Sky House is not only a refreshing, refueling stopover but an extraordinary year-round dining 
destination for skiers, boarders, hikers and bikers. The two restaurants—Nest Restaurant and 
Bar and Red Hawk Café—have two different menus; however, you can order from any menu in 
any venue.

You’ll find a diversity of tastes and a range of heartiness with a selection of lighter globally 
inspired dishes, savory small plates as well as down-home specialties that’ll give you double 
diamond energy. Almost everything is made fresh and locally sourced. 

Lounging on deck with a flavorful thirst quencher—whether it’s a regionally brewed beer or a 
veggie-stuffed Bloody Mary—is a people-watcher’s favorite. 

Non-skiers are always welcome, winter and summer. Just grab a speedy lift up the mountain 
or, during the summer, power your way on foot via the Nature Trail. Either way you’ll spend 
both a relaxing and lively time enjoying a snack, meal or your favorite beverage against the 
most magnificent backdrop in all of Idaho.

As you would guess, weddings, rehearsal dinners, business gatherings and private group 
events are spectacular here. For info, visit: groupsales@schweitzer.com.

You can also come up the backside of Schweitzer from nearby
Priest Lake on snowmobiles or motorbikes. “It’s a fun 45-minute
ride up groomed trails,” says frequent guest and snowmobiler
Dave Spencer. “We go in a group of eight to ten friends, but
we’ve had as many as 30 zoom up for lunch to experience the
absolutely phenomenal views. Skiers we meet are surprised
we came all the way from Priest Lake. Then they look out the
window and say, ‘Oh yeah, I get it.”



Nordic Skiing: 
                           Flat out fun.

If you’re confused between cross-country skiing and Nordic, don’t be. They are really the same.
There are two types of Nordic skiing, however: classic and skate. “Classic is more like walking on skis, whereas skating is more 
like, well, skating on skis,” says Arlene Cook, head of Schweitzer’s ski patrol and Nordic expert. Both provide great exercise in 
a naturally beautiful, peaceful environment. Nordic is also a great family sport. It keeps kids in shape for summer sports and 
helps improve their balance skills. The Sandpoint Nordic Club has wonderful kids’ programs and clinics for all. Schweitzer boasts 
more than 32 kilometers of groomed Nordic trails that showcase spectacular mountain, valley and lake panoramas. They offer 
an inviting medley of challenging and easy-going terrain to please skiers at most skill levels.  “Our groomers do a fantastic job of 
prepping the Nordic trails. You want hard-pack conditions for the ultimate experience,” Arlene says. This is a relatively safe winter 
sport: you can ski out in the early evening with headlamps to soak in a dazzling star-studded show you’ll see nowhere else. New 
to the sport? Our Snowsports School can team you up with a personal coach who can show you how to get the most out of every 
outing. Both skate and classic equipment is available in the Demo Center. More information? Go to Schweitzer.com.

Looking for some advanced adventure? Untracked powder? Carving through the trees? Welcome to backcountry skiing—the sport that breaks 
through the boundaries of traditional downhilling. Thanks to Schweitzer’s open boundary policy, you can head for the peace and quiet of its backside’s 
pristine paradise. This more effort, more reward sport is not for the timid or the unskilled skier. You need to be prepared for plenty of exercise and a 
shipload of exhilaration. Here’s what else you’ll need. A partner to ski with—never go alone. Planned routes to ski down and hike back up. A backpack 
of survival stuff: water, food, a beacon, a shovel and skins for your boots. And most importantly, a lot of knowledge, experience and top-notch decision-
making expertise. You should check The Idaho Panhandle Avalanche Center website for educational classes, weather, and area info. All set? Jump on 
the Lakeview or Great Escape lift and it’s bombs away. There couldn’t be a more natural way to have fun.
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                  Out of Bounds? 
Outstanding!
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Here’s a little-known fact: One of the world’s most advanced STOL (short 

take-off & landing) adventure airplanes—the Kodiak—is handmade in 

the charmingly beautiful town of Sandpoint, Idaho, by Daher Aerospace.

Family-owned since 1863, Daher also builds parts for a host of airline 

manufacturers including Airbus, Boeing, Dassault and Gulfstream. Daher 

designs and produces two ranges of single-turboprop aircraft—the 

Kodiak STOL, all-terrain, multi-purpose aircraft, and the TBM, the world’s 

fastest single-engine turboprop airplane. 

The latest in the Kodiak series, the 900, 

is the ultimate getaway aircraft. It’s a 

perfect marriage of Kodiak’s robust STOL 

capabilities with the TBM’s speed and 

luxuriousness. It is built from the ground 

up in their Sandpoint factory.

Kodiak was originally created as a rugged 

aircraft to support humanitarian efforts 

in developing countries. Today the 

Kodiak is proven ideal for the intelligence, 

reconnaissance, firefighting, search and 

rescue, logistics services and charter 

industries as well as private business and family travel.

“They are excellent for shorter hops where jets don’t make sense,” says 

Mark. “Say, a Seattle family is traveling to the San Juan Islands, the Kodiak 

is so much more efficient and economical, let alone eco-friendly.”

Idaho’s Frank Church Wilderness Area is another made-for-the-Kodiak 

destination. “The only other way to go in is by horseback or by hiking,” 

Mark adds. “It can go most places even other airplanes can’t because it’s 

built for very short, very narrow, unimproved airstrips.”

What about Seattle to Schweitzer?  It’ll take you just 15 minutes longer 

than on a jet while burning a lot less fuel. Yet, you’ll be flying in jet-like 

comfort and luxury. Inside, Kodiak’s backcountry heritage has been 

thoroughly refined and elegantly designed. Space and payload are just 

as unique. It holds 10 people or 3500 lbs. 

of gear with accommodations for lengthy 

loads like skis, snowboards and fishing 

poles.

“The backbone of our Sandpoint operation 

are the local people we’ve been able to hire 

and train.” —Mark Brown, Kodiak’s Director 

of Sales and Marketing as well as its chief 

demo pilot.

Kodiak is one of Sandpoint’s largest 

businesses, employing 200-300 people 

for two decades. Their training program 

enables them to hire people without requisite skills. “We’re happy to have 

locals turn in their axes for rivet guns,” Mark says. Daher’s commitment to 

Sandpoint is growing. A $2,000,000+ paint shop expansion is complete, 

and they are increasing production capabilities as well as becoming an 

authorized TBM service center.
 

Want to know more? Just ask Mark Brown: M.Brown@daher.com
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